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Ever wonder how Rideshare Thursday became part of California culture? Why

Get On Board Day

A few transit facts in honor of
: Get On Board Day April 16, which
celebrates the many benefits of transit:

Thursdays? Shouldn't every day be Rideshare Day? Here, we take a peek at how
our favorite day of the week came to be...

* During rush hour, a bus of seated

1 Rideshare Thursday is

e aterm first coined back passengers carries more people

in 1993 as part of a Caltrans- than a one block long traffic jam.

sponsored ad campaign. * A household can save nearly $10,000

While any day is a good day by taking public transportation and

to rideshare, Thursdays were
dubbed rideshare’s official day.

living with one less car.

* Riding the train emits 73% less CO2
than commuting by car.

2 Thursdays were chosen
e as "rideshare day”

because they are overall the
busiest commuter traffic day of the week, according to
Caltrans. (Fridays and Mondays typically have the least March 3 on
weekday traffic due to flex schedules and people

Metro Bus and Rail, as well as
AVTA, Culver City Bus, LADOT,
Pasadena Transit and
Long Beach Transit.

taking a day off to have a longer weekend.)

3 The idea behind the campaign is
e toremind commuters that they
don’'t need to rideshare every day to
make a difference—even one day a week
has its benefits. So if they can't rideshare
on Thursday, how about sharing the ride Get a free toolkit to promote
on Taco Tuesday? Or on Hump Day? : .
i the event at your worksite from the
More > American Public Transportation

" Association.
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4 Much like Sig-Alerts, Botts' Dots and smog, Rideshare
e Thursday is a “California thing.” It makes sense—this state
" has some of the worst traffic in the nation, but it also has some of

the most progressive strategies to alleviate traffic and combat air
pollution.

5 Even though the F
e initial campaign ¥

only ran for two years (with

a brief refresher campaign
several years ago) Rideshare |
Thursday is still going strong 25 g
years later. That's thanks to ETCs

promoting it at Southern California

“Take Me
Out to the

Ballgame”

Rideshare Thursday doesn't just Baseball season will soon be back—
° - and so are ways to get to the ballgame

worksites, as well as on-air traffic

refer to carpooling. It's also riding

the bus, taking Metro Rail or Metrolink, without the stress of traffic.
bicycling or walking—any way people ¢ The Dodger Stadium Express
get where they’re going without shuttles game-goers from Union
driving alone. . Station and the South Bay for all home
games— and your Dodger ticket is
On Thursdays and - good for the fare.
e any day, Southern ¢ Metrolink Angels Express is only

California commuters can © $7 dropping riders off steps from Angel

get personalized rideshare - Stadium at the Anaheim ARTIC station.

options by calling 511 or New this year: For Friday night

online at go511.com (Los Angels games, Metrolink trains depart

Angeles/Orange/Ventura) and from Riverside-Downtown and travel

IHERT I SR HRele & directly to the Anaheim Artic station.

San Bernardino). . (Previously riders had to detrain at
: Orange and catch an OC Bus the rest

of the way).
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Events

IE Commuter Marketing Workshop is April 16 at the Double
Tree Hotel in Ontario. Call 1.866.RIDESHARE (1.866.743.3742)
for more information.

Get On Board Day
is April 16, sponsored by the American Public
Transportation Association, apta.com.

Earth Day L.A. at Grand Park
is Sunday, April 19, 9 a.m.-2
p.m. with performances, plant
giveaways, demonstrations of
the latest in green technology
and more. Admission is free,
grandparkla.org.

The 50th annual Earth Day

is April 22—a great time to
celebrate rideshare contributions
to clean air, earthday.org.

Network
Opportunities

Burbank TMO serves businesses in Downtown and Media
District areas; call 818.953.7788, bronwen@btmo.org.

Century City TMO serves businesses in the Century City area;
call Linda Paradise Lyles, 310.453.1714, linda@cctmo.org.

Compass at Playa Vista meets regularly; call Aaron Gaul,
310.929.5946, aaron@playavistacompass.com.

Go Glendale meets regularly; call 818.543.7641.

. IE Commuter offers
© bi-annual marketing
workshops for
ETCs in the Inland
Empire; call 1.866.
: RIDESHARE

| (866.743.3742).

Irvine Spectrum &
TMA meets

regularly; call
949.727.4273, email steve@spectrumotion.com.

: Orange County Network meets regularly; email
. sharetheride@octa.net.

Pasadena TMA meets regularly; contact Talin Shahbazian
@ - at tshahbazian@cityofpasadena.net.

: Santa Monica TMO meets regularly; contact

Puja Thomas-Patel, 424.330.4298.

Torrance Transportation Network meets regularly;
 call Kim Fuentes at 310.784.7902.

. Training

Metro Rideshare (free) upcoming briefings—where Los

: Angeles area employers can learn about the transportation
survey process and services Metro has to offer—are March 11,
* April 15 and May 13, 9:30-11:30 a.m. To reserve your space,

email SharedMobility@metro.net. For details, visit metro.net.

South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD)

offers one-day ETC training for $189.73. Upcoming sessions are
March 12, April 9 and May 14 at SCAQMD offices in Diamond
Bar, March 26 in Riverside and April 30 at Metro headquarters

© in downtown Los Angeles. Contact the SCAQMD?s training
program at etctraining@agmd.gov or visit agmd.gov.
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